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precedent. In 1929 the Judicial Committee examined the validity
of one of their own decisions given two years previously: Wigg and
Cochrane v. Attorney-General of the Irish Free State, [1927] A.C. 674;
Re Transferred Civil Servants9 (Ireland) Compensation, [1929] A.C.
242.
When the House of Lords sat as a court of first instance lay Lay peers
peers could take part in the business. A barrister who is a peer and
may practise before the House of Lords in appeals, when the House Bamsters-
is a court in which there only sit peers with judicial qualifications.
He was unable to practise before the House when it was trying
peers on criminal charges: In re Lord Kinross, [1905] A.C. 468.
The Commons may impeach any person before the Lords for any impeach-
crime or political misdemeanour.  Before the full development of ment-
ministerial responsibility impeachment was a useful weapon enabling
the Commons to call to account Ministers appointed by and respon-
sible to the Crown. There has, however, been no impeachment since
1805. The Commons now have direct control over Ministers and
so do not need to employ the cumbrous weapon of impeachment.
f By the Act of Settlement, 1701, a pardon from the Crown cannot be
* pleaded in bar of an impeachment, but it is nevertheless open to the
Crown to pardon one who has been successfully impeached.
It was at one time doubtful whether the House of Lords could no Civil
try civil cases as a court of first instance.  The exercise of such Jurisdiction
jurisdiction in the case of Skinner v. East India Company (1666), ^t^ce.
6 St, Tr. 710, in the reign of Charles EL, led to a prolonged dispute
between Lords and Commons. Since that time no attempt has been
made to exercise it. About the same time the case of Shirley v, Fagg
(1675), 6 St. Tr. 1122, established the right of the Lords to hear
appeals from the Chancery Court.
The Sheriff Court, roughly corresponding to the County Court in The Courts
England, but with a wider jurisdiction which is not subject to any c
pecuniary limit, is the most important lower civil court in Scot-
land. The Sheriff, who is a lawyer usually in practice in the Court of
Session, acts mainly as an appeal judge, the ordinary work being
performed by several Sheriffs-Substitute. There is a further appeal
to the Inner House of the Court of Session if the value of the cause
exceeds £50. There is also a Justice of the Peace Civil Court for debts
up to £5. Justices, are appointed on the recommendation of the
Secretary of State for Scotland.
The Court of Session has jurisdiction over the whole country. Court of
Originally emanating from the King's Council it assumed its present Session,
form in 1532 on the establishment of the Colleg&flf Justice of which
its judges, advocates and writers to the Signet are members. The
1 See W. I. R. Fraser, Outline of Constitutional Law (Hodge), 2nd ed., Chaps.
XEEI. and XIV.

